The colonoscope in cecal volvulus: report of three cases.
Colonoscopy was employed to attempt detorsion of volvulus of the right colon in four patients considered to be high-risk surgical patients. In one patient detorsion was accomplished, so that emergency laparotomy became unneccesary. The site of torsion was reached in every patient. When detorsion does not occur reasonably soon after the colonoscope enters the right colon, persistent efforts are more likely to be harmful than helpful. Abdominal symptoms in a patient who has been ill or injured for some time should suggest the possibility of volvulus of the right colon. Early diagnosis and earlier employment of colonoscopy would almost surely result in an increased rate of success in accomplishing detorsion. When detorsion is accomplished, subsequent resection of the right colon should be seriously considered as, without it, volvulus is said to recur frequently.